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Welcome to Goytre Fawr Primary School
Croeso i Ysgol Gynradd Goytre Fawr
Message from the Headteacher:
Goytre Fawr sits at the heart of a fantastic school community. We are proud to work in a productive
partnership with our governors, parents and carers as we constantly strive to build upon the nurturing,
friendly atmosphere that has been at the core of our school for many years. We also have great academic
aspirations for all of our children and want to see them believing in themselves and taking ownership of their
work, so that we prepare for them for the next stages of education and a lifelong love of learning. We want
them to make as much progress as they possibly can, but we also value every day of discovery and
wonderment with them. We are constantly looking to ensure that our pupils sit at the heart of everything
that we do and that their progress, in both academic spheres and in the realms of their wellbeing, is always
valued and is always moved forwards. At Goytre Fawr Primary School, we embrace the Welsh curriculum’s
core purposes and want to help mould our children in to ambitious & capable learners, ethically informed
citizens, healthy & confident individuals, and enterprising & creative contributors.
We are lucky enough to have generous, picturesque grounds and our school is exceedingly well
equipped with top quality ICT resources and networking, to assist our children towards becoming adept at
working and thriving in the 21st Century.
We provide a wide range of therapeutic services, too, as the wellbeing of our learners and staff are at
the core of everything we do.
We have an innovative and proactive staff & governor group who are shaping our curriculum to provide
authentic learning experiences for our children, which stimulates their acquisition of skills and knowledge,
and which includes them in their own development. We also have numerous extra-curricular opportunities
available to our children, highlighting our ambition to foster the development of the whole child at Goytre
Fawr Primary School.
At Goytre Fawr we also trust our children in many roles. The multiple pupil voice groups we have are
well established and heavily involved in our school improvement journey. We also have high standards of
respect within our school and behaviour and manners have a constant positive focus.
We have developed our school values alongside our community and try to live and breathe them daily.
We are very proud of our talented pupils and their achievements and celebrate this regularly and with
enthusiasm. Our children know that they are valued, cared for, respected and appreciated, as do our staff.
This prospectus gives details about the curriculum and our daily school routines and shows you why we
think Goytre Fawr is such a happy, successful and rewarding place to be. I hope that you find this prospectus
useful. It gives you a flavour of why Goytre Fawr is such a unique and wonderful school.
If there is anything else you would like more information on, or if you’d like to arrange a visit, please get
in touch.

Mike Gough,
Headteacher

Welcome from School Council:

Hello and welcome to our school. We are the T4 Pupil Voice Team of the School Council. We look forward to
coming to school every day because it is a safe, comfortable, happy place to learn.
We enjoy a wide range of great activities both during and after school. Our favourites are Literacy,
Numeracy, Science, Art and Welsh.
You will always get a friendly welcome at Goytre Fawr and we look forward to meeting you soon. It’s a great
place to learn.

Chair of Governors – Dr. Janet Robins
Contact us: Goytre Fawr Primary School
School Lane
Penperlleni
Pontypool
Gwent NP4 0AH
Telephone: 01873 880369
E-mail: goytrefawrprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk
www.goytrefawrprimary.co.uk
@goytrefawr

Our School Mission
At the end of 2019, in light of our Estyn report and some staff and leadership changes, we collectively looked
forward to where we wanted to go as a school. What were we striving for? What summarized the essence of
our school now and what would move us forward in the 2020s, as the world changed, and as the Curriculum
for Wales evolved? A series of consultation meetings and surveys with our children, staff, governors and
families framed our school’s new Mission Statement:

Aspire, Believe, Achieve
Every day at Goytre Fawr, we will try to ensure that our children and staff believe in themselves and are
aware of the belief we all have in them. We will support and nurture them in always aspiring to achieve their
best.

Values
We also spoke of our school’s special core values. After extensive thought and collective input, we arrived at
these values, which we believe best represents our school and what we are trying to inculcate in our
learners:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Aspiration
Community
Confidence
Independence
Kindness
Respect

Vision
We endeavour to guide our pupils towards being curious, happy, passionate & successful leaders.
We will always try to make their time in school fun.
We will commit to guiding them to be learners who always aspire to display the dispositions of Welsh
Learners in the 21st Century:

Background
Goytre Fawr Primary is an English Medium Primary School, which has been serving the local area since 1852.
The current building was completed in the 1980s and is at the hub of the village. It has generous, extensive
grounds that provide an attractive and stimulating environment in which to learn and play. The building has
specialist Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 areas, both feeding into a well-equipped main hall.
Admissions
Admission applications for Reception age pupils can be completed online by visiting
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/starting-primary-school or paper application forms can be obtained by
emailing schoolandstudentaccessunit@monmouthshire.gov.uk or telephoning 01633 644508.
Parents considering sending their children to Goytre Fawr should telephone us to arrange an appointment to
see the school and meet the Headteacher.
We also hold an open day each year where prospective Reception parents are invited in to view the school in
action (please telephone the school for upcoming dates). We will be holding site visits in the summer of 2022
and beyond.
Visiting Our School
We are proud of our school and enjoy showing visitors what we do. As well as holding open days we are also
happy to show people around at any other time. Should you wish to visit the school, please telephone to
make an appointment. We will accommodate you and your family, whenever it is safe to do so.
Transition from Home, Pre-school and Nursery
We have a large catchment area, and we also welcome children from outside our catchment area. We
receive children from Little Stars Nursery, Little Chums Nursery, Llanover Nursery, Sunflowers, Poppies and
Usk. During the summer term we arrange for all our new children to come and spend some time at our
school. This allows them to get to know the staff, meet some of our pupils and become familiar with the
environment and routines.
Our Reception teacher will, where it is safe and appropriate, visit the homes of new pupils to speak with their
parent or carer, to establish their needs and to keep home informed of upcoming school routines.

Classes and Staff
We have seven classes throughout the school from Reception to Year 6, with eight teachers delivering the
curriculum. Each year group has a class teacher and we also have 10 Teaching Assistants (TAs) and one
Higher Level Teaching Assistants (HLTA) who works with the teachers to support pupils.
Our staff:
Headteacher
Mr. M. Gough
Teaching Staff for 2021-22:
•

Reception - Dosbarth Rhaglan - Mrs. E. Hawkins

•

Year 1 – Dosbarth Gwyn

- Mr. R. Hares

•

Year 2 – Dosbarth Caerfilli

- Mrs. C. Veater (Foundation Phase Leader/ALNCo)

•

Year 3 – Dosbarth Y-Fenni

- Mr. T. Wadsworth

•

Year 4 – Dosbarth Coch

- Mr. J. Small

•

Year 5 – Dosbarth Mynwy

- Mrs. L. Wilkinson (Deputy Head/Professional Learning Lead)

•

Year 6 – Dosbarth Wsyg

- Mrs. L. Price-Smith

•

PPA teacher

- Mr. M. Brown

Higher Level Teaching Assistants (HLTA’s)
•

Mrs. E. Rust-Andrews

Teaching Assistants
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Miss. L. Jefferies
Miss. S. Parker
Mrs. J. Williams
Mrs. N. Poulsom
Ms. C. Davies
Mrs. J. Sainsbury
Miss. R. Skinner
Mrs. C. Sutton
Mrs. C. James
Mr. M. Brown (PT)

School Secretary

Caretaker

Mrs. Helen Zammitt

Mr. Wyndham Edwards

Kitchen Staff

Midday Supervisors

Lynne Phillips
Diane Griffiths
Mandy Jones

Stacey Parker
Jane Sainsbury
Annmarie Knychala

Term Dates and Session Times

INSET: 2.9.21 / 3.9.21 / 7.1.22 / 7.6.22 / 4.7.22 / 22.7.22
May Bank Holiday – Monday 2.5.22
Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday – Monday 6.6.22

INSET: TBC
May Bank Holiday – Monday 1.5.23
Spring Bank Holiday – Monday 29.5.23

The school doors are open from 8.50 a.m. and children can come straight into their classrooms when they
arrive at school in preparation for starting the school day at 9.00 a.m.
The school day ends at 3.30pm.
Term Time Leave
Term time leave is not encouraged. In exceptional circumstances, up to 10 days per year may be authorised
for holidays. Application forms are available from the school office.

Attendance
Attendance figures at Goytre have previously been high. The pandemic has had an affect on our attendance,
however, as it has on all schools in Wales. Overall school attendance for the year 2018-19 was 95.85%. and
we recorded attendance of 94.48% in 2020-21, despite the impact of COVID-19. This was pleasingly high
considering the impact that the pandemic had. We regularly work alongside Monmouthshire Education
Welfare Services because we regard attendance as a crucial part of our approach to pupil learning, safety and
wellbeing. Every day is precious.
Curriculum
The Welsh curriculum is undergoing significant change. The new Curriculum for Wales is being developed
nationally and is due to be implemented from September 2022.
As a school, we have been constantly working with our education partners in adapting and shaping our
curriculum to bring it more in line with Curriculum for Wales demands. These are exciting times in Welsh
education.
At the heart of the new curriculum, there are four core purposes that ensure pupils are:
•
•
•
•

Ambitious and capable learners
Enterprising, creative contributors
Ethical, informed citizens
Healthy, confident individuals

Across the school, there is a focus on experiential learning that is based on real life purposes.
Pupils are very involved in shaping their learning, with our use of pupil voice as a focus in all classes.
Wherever possible, Areas of Learning and Experience are taught in a cross-curricular way with the key skills
of literacy, numeracy and digital competence being taught, where appropriate, in all lessons.
The new curriculum has six Areas of Learning Experience:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Languages, Literacy and Communication
Mathematics and Numeracy
STEM (including ICT)
Humanities
Expressive Arts
Health and Wellbeing

As a school, we are moving towards these areas when we are planning children’s learning.
Our world is changing rapidly so it is essential that we provide a skills-based curriculum that provides our
pupils with the confidence to succeed in any career path they choose, and which prepares them to be active
and kind members of our community.
Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF)
We constantly develop pupils’ Literacy and Numeracy skills in all areas of school experiences e.g. collecting
and analyzing data in Science or writing the diary of a wartime refugee in History. The literacy and numeracy
skills that need to be developed are mapped out in the LNF and used every day, across all subjects and
experiences.
DCF (Digital Competency Framework)
We are also looking at every opportunity to increase our pupils’ ICT skills in all areas of learning and
experience. We have generous resources and map out opportunities for using digital skills, across our
curriculum. Our pupils are skillful, confident, adept users of digital resources.

Areas of Learning Experience
Languages, Literacy and Communication
Literacy
In the Foundation Phase, literacy skills are taught with a text as a stimulus for reading and writing. Phonics is
taught in a systematic way with children learning sets of sounds, which become progressively harder.
Children have guided group reading sessions daily as well as reading shared texts and high frequency words
in class. Writing is, wherever possible, for real purposes and it covers a wide range of genres.
Regular assessments ensure that progress is tracked, and intervention given where appropriate.
English
In Key Stage 2 pupils have daily literacy sessions which focus on the generic features of texts and writing
styles, which can be applied independently in their work, and in other curriculum areas. Spelling,
handwriting, grammar, and punctuation are taught in daily “Building Block” sessions, as we understand the
importance of equipping our pupils with the tools they need to communicate accurately. Children are always
given opportunities to apply their skills in their own writing. We encourage creativity and the love of literacy
in all our children at all ages.
Reading is a top priority throughout our school, and dedicated time is given outside of literacy sessions to
develop this core skill. Additional time is given to hear individual and groups of readers. Daily Guided Reading
sessions ensure that pupils are given opportunities to read and discuss books in a shared context. This lies at
the heart of what we do. We understand how limiting it is if a child has difficulty reading to an appropriate
level and we spend a lot of time and energy in supporting those who need to be helped and those who need
an extra challenge.
Welsh/Cwricwlwm Cymreig
We promote bilingualism by using the Welsh language across the curriculum and throughout the school day,
encouraging the children to do the same. Welsh is also taught as a discrete subject throughout Foundation
Phase and Key Stage 2. Each year group has specific schemes of work which enable children to progress in
their speaking, reading and writing skills in Welsh. All staff regularly receive training in Welsh as a Second
language and Bilingualism. One of our staff completed his Welsh language sabbatical in 2021, and the wealth
of resources and teaching support that he has brought to our school has seen our standards flourish.
Pupils are also given opportunities to develop and apply their knowledge and understanding of the cultural,
historical, economic and environmental characteristics of Wales through a variety of enrichment activities
including our annual Eisteddfod.
We have a well-established Welsh pupil group, our Criw Cymraeg, who work hard to promote the use of
Welsh outside of the classroom.
Our dedicated and focused hard work in the Welsh language has led to us being awarded our Cymraeg
Campus Bronze Award. We are now close to achieving our Silver Award.
Mathematics and Numeracy
Here at Goytre Fawr, we recognise the importance that maths plays in everyday life. With that in mind,
through our teaching of maths and numeracy, we endeavour to ensure that children develop a secure
understanding of not just different mathematical methods but their underlying concepts. This helps to
ensure that the children can develop and apply their skills to a range of different problems that may be
encountered in the ‘real’ world. Progressive maths skills are constantly being developed in discrete lessons
and across the wider curriculum.
We benefit from our strong cluster links in this area and Years 5 & 6 have their learning reinforced by regular
tuition from a visiting comprehensive maths teacher, the benefits of which have been manifest.

Science, Technology and Engineering
Science is taught in a practical, hands-on way, through solving ‘real-life’ problems. We use our Spring term to
especially focus on STEM skills in all areas of our school. This encourages children to develop scientific skills,
many of which are transferable to other areas. Children develop knowledge and understanding of important
scientific ideas, processes, and skills, and relate these to everyday experiences. They learn about ways of
thinking and of finding out about and communicating ideas. Our pupils have a significant input in directing
their STEM learning, within Curriculum for Wales frameworks that we have developed.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
Every class from Year 2 to Year 6 has their own Chromebook trolley, with a device for each pupil. Reception
and Year 1 pupils have full access to a generous stock of iPads, too. Our network was upgraded in 2021 and
we use Welsh Government’s Hwb site extensively for all facets of learning. During the pandemic, our remote
interactions have enhanced our use of technology across the school and at home.
ICT skills are taught as a discrete subject and as a means of supporting other areas of the curriculum, with
children encouraged to employ those taught skills, to communicate ideas and information in a variety of
ways. Children are also introduced to other forms of technology including digital cameras, animation apps,
voice recorders and programmable robots. We also are developing our coding work across the school. Pupils
are also involved in running our school radio station.
We have Digital Leaders in each class across our school, who help with equipment and supporting their peers
(and their teachers).
Our aim is to upskill our learners to be digitally competent in an ever-changing technologically driven world,
where they can apply themselves to whatever technology suits any given learning or real-life situation.

Humanities
History
Historical studies engage children in questions about people and events in the past, helps them to
understand their locality, Wales, and the wider world, within a chronological framework.

We teach children a developing understanding of how events in the past have influenced our lives today. We
also teach them to investigate these past events and to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation
and problem-solving.
Our history teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on examining
historical artefacts and primary sources and where possible give children the opportunity to visit sites of
historical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about their experiences of
events in the past. We have designated our summer term in each year group as our humanities term and we
have a school-wide focus on humanities learning and experiences, in every year group during this time. It is a
structured approach that allows our pupils to understand their locality, before exploring further afield.

Geography
The study of people and places is skills-based. The range of Geography work is taught through themes and it
is related to real-life experiences and locality, wherever practical. We also have extensive involvement in
Eco-Schools and Fairtrade activities, and have been a platinum Eco-School for 4 years now.
Field work is an important element and children are given opportunities to investigate the local environment
wherever possible, and we always look at including digital elements when studying this element of the
humanities curriculum.

Religious Education (RE)
The teaching of RE compares faiths, beliefs, ethics, and values. It includes the study of Judaism, Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism both in themselves and by looking at themes common to different
religions. This is taught discretely but may also be linked to other learning experiences. Pupils are
encouraged in their own exploration of the spiritual dimension of life.
Health & Wellbeing
Personal and Social Education (PSE) including Relationships & Sex Education (RSE)
We use a wide range of resources to deliver this vital area of the curriculum. We also have regular visits from
local police liaison officers and road safety experts, amongst others. They cover topics such as keeping safe
and drug education (at an age appropriate level). Internet safety is also another key part of our approach.
The school has key values which sit at the heart of our school and which were developed with all
stakeholders, including our pupils. These are community, kindness, independence, respect, confidence, and
aspiration. We look at one value every half term, within class and in assemblies. They are central to our
mission and vision statements.
Wellbeing and health sit at the heart of our school. We employ a play therapist to work weekly with

individuals and groups of children who may need that extra support. We also employ a dog therapist to
regularly work with children who may otherwise go “under the radar” with their emotional needs. We
regularly survey the pupils to identify issues that may be troubling them and have very robust behaviour and
anti-bullying polices that are actioned by all staff. Our links to outside agencies are very strong and we pride
ourselves on being a school where we care deeply about the welfare and wellbeing of our children and staff.
Pupils are taught about relationships through our Personal and Social Education curriculum from Reception
to Year 6. Relationship and Sex Education is taught throughout the whole school at an age-appropriate level,
according to Welsh Government guidance.

Physical Education (PE)
We recognise the importance of physical development and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle and aim to
provide the children with a wide range of activities to develop their skills, control, and tactical awareness.
The PE curriculum is supported by a range of extra-curricular activities. Children participate in a range of
experiences including a Healthy Living Week and residential visits in Year 6. We also welcome in outside
providers, such as the Gwent Dragons Rugby team, to support learning in these areas and have close links
with other schools, too.
In Foundation Phase and in all age groups, the outdoor environment provides an integral part of the PE
curriculum.
School Residential Outdoor Pursuits Programmes
We have an annual school outdoor residential visit for upper Key Stage 2 pupils. The purpose of this is to
both support the curriculum and to provide an opportunity for personal and social development. Last year
the Year 6 children spent time at a residential centre in the Black Mountains.

Forest School
We run regular Forest School sessions in our well-appointed school grounds. These sessions help children to
develop an understanding and knowledge of the woodland environment and they also promote confidence,
thinking and problem-solving skills, self-esteem, and life skills. They include a variety of activities: planting

trees, creating pictures/models using natural resources, using tools, fire making and cooking outdoors – all of
which would not be possible in the classroom environment.

Expressive Arts
We provide a progressive, skills-based art curriculum which is rich in diversity and challenge. In both
Foundation Phase (Creative) and Key Stage 2, the curriculum is learner-centred and skills driven. We are
acutely aware of the importance of art in children’s development and value it in all its forms, including the
ever-expanding digital realms.
We also have a healthy relationship with outside organizations, such as Abergavenny Town Council’s
Eisteddfod Committee, where our children have had real success over the years in a variety of art
competitions.

Music is an important part of everyday life in Goytre Fawr. The curriculum has an emphasis on performing,
composing, and appraising, from Reception to Year 6 and pupils experience music in many different ways.
Performing is paramount at Christmas and to a wider, community-based audience whenever possible. Pupils
are encouraged to participate in a wide range of peripatetic instrumental lessons, as well as being
encouraged to join our KS2 choir with Mr. Small. Enveloping pupils with a sense of who they are and where
they belong is also paramount and therefore songs and music from Wales are consistently appreciated and
performed in our own Eisteddfod. We often marry music with drama in school performances and
understand how important make-believe and dramatic narrative is to all children.
We also supplement our dance curriculum with outside visitors and our children have enjoyed experiencing
Bhangra dance, yoga and traditional Welsh country dance recently.

Collective Worship
We have a daily act of reflection/worship, either in our main hall or in individual classes, which are broadly
Christian in emphasis. This is a time when we gather as a class or school to reflect and sometimes welcome
visitors from the local community e.g. religious leaders, charity workers, storytellers etc., and introduce
personal and social topics as well as promoting our school values of kindness, respect, community,
independence, aspiration and confidence. On Friday we hold a celebration assembly, where many certificates
are issued across the school, to celebrate and promote excellent effort and behaviour in our children.
Sport and Extra Curricular Clubs
We want to develop our pupils as well-rounded individuals, so we provide a broad range of individual and
team sports activities. We aim to have two hours of physical activity within the curriculum each week. We
also offer a range of extra-curricular activities, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

iPad Minecraft Club
Multi-sports
Tennis
Choir
STEM
Rugby
Netball
French

We also utilise specialist sports coaches to help deliver both curriculum and extra-curricular activities,
including The Dragons Rugby Team and Usk Tennis Club.

Transition to Secondary School Education
Once children are coming to the end of their time with us, we work closely with King Henry VIII and other
Comprehensive Schools, to ensure that our children’s transition to secondary education goes as smoothly as
possible. We take part in multiple remote and face-to-face transition projects as well as organized, wholeday events on the site that they will be going to the following September.
Behaviour
We place great store on helping children to manage their behaviour at Goytre Fawr Primary School. We have
well-established, consistent routines and school rules that all of our children are aware of and have a voice in
updating annually. Pupils and teachers work together in classes to create a set of agreed rules called a class
charter and parents are an integral part of ensuring our approaches to behaviour and anti-bullying are as upto-date and clear as possible. We work collaboratively in communicating with each other to support
improved behaviour.
We also understand that behaviour is a form of communication for pupils, and we have invested heavily in
staff attachment training and in therapeutic provision such as play therapy, dog therapy and in developing
Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSAs). We have behaviour on all of our school meeting agendas and

share information with all staff and the people at home, in order to ensure we do everything we possibly can
to help our children to be kind, polite, caring and considerate young people.
Homework
Children’s education is most effective when it is supported at home. Parents/carers play an important role in
enhancing learning.
In the Foundation Phase we focus on developing reading skills and letter formation with children having a
book to read, words or sounds to learn and handwriting practice each week.
In Key Stage 2 homework is used to support learning in Maths and Literacy. Pupils also have regular reading
and spellings homework.
We use a mixture of paper and online resources for homework.
Uniform

We feel that our smart uniform sets the tone for good learning
and behaviour.
Our school logo appears on the jumpers, cardigans, fleeces,
coats, polo shirts, PE t-shirts, water bottles and bags. These
items can be purchased from Reflex Embroidery, Unit 1, Crown
Business Park, Tredegar NP22 4EF (01495 725777) or online at:
https://www.reflexembroidery.co.uk/goytrefawrprimaryschool
Your items can be delivered weekly to the school office, for
collection at your convenience.
We ask that children wear black shoes, rather than trainers, to
school, as part of our full uniform. We ask that on PE or Forest
Schools days, that they wear full uniform to school, but bring
their kit in to get changed in to.

Additional Learning Needs
Additional Learning Needs (ALN) are best met by a whole school, inclusive approach, where all stakeholders
play a full role in identifying and meeting the needs of the child in a collaborative partnership. We place great
emphasis on identifying, assessing and supporting pupil needs at the earliest possible opportunity.
Our ALNCo (Additional Learning Needs Coordinator, Mrs. Veater) is highly experienced at shaping our
approaches and involves outside agencies whenever necessary. Our ALNCo is part of our senior leadership
team and is a key element in supporting the needs of our children in all their forms. Liaison and partnership
with parents or carers is an essential component of our effective work in supporting ALN.
Dr. Janet Robins, our Chair of Governors, is our link governor for ALN and is regularly updated and involved in
mapping our approaches, all of which are in line with the ALN Bill of 2022.
Children who are looked after in placements other than their family home, are fully included and supported
throughout their schooling. Mr. Gough coordinates their care and monitors pupil wellbeing and progress
closely and works alongside Dr. Janet Robins, who is our governor with responsibility for Safeguarding.
Accessibility to Goytre Fawr Primary School
We aim to make all areas of school life accessible to everyone. This includes ensuring that all pupils with
physical needs have those needs fully met, so that our school curriculum and all elements of school life are

fully inclusive and accessible. It also means that we work with our local authority to make necessary
adjustments to our site, as the assessed needs are identified.
Health and Safety/Security
The safeguarding of children is paramount and requires a whole school approach.
We take our caring role of your children very seriously and as well as ensuring the correct Health & Safety
audits and policies, risk assessments, adult child ratios, fire drills and criminal record checks are correct, we
also have classroom doors that cannot be opened from the outside, a secure reception area where all visitors
are welcomed by our school secretary and staff that are trained in First Aid, caring for pupils with asthma,
diabetes and severe allergies.
Please keep us informed about any changes in your child’s health, so that we are able to support you in
his/her care. It is essential that health concerns are shared with us.
If your child is ill, please telephone the school and keep them at home until they are fully recovered,
especially if the illness is due to an infectious disease, sickness and diarrhoea.
Should your child become ill in school and we feel that he/she will benefit from being at home, we will
contact you immediately. Therefore, accurate emergency information is essential. Forms are completed
every September but should contact information change please ensure you inform us immediately.
School Meals, Drinks and Snacks
All school meals are prepared and cooked on the school
premises by our experienced kitchen staff, led by our cook
Lynne Phillips. We provide a choice of healthy meals every
day. These are prepared in line with Monmouthshire and
Welsh Government catering guidelines.
Special diets and food allergies can be catered for. We are
currently a nut-free school and are likely to be for some
years to come.
From September 2022, it is intended that all primary aged
pupils in Wales will be able to receive free school meals at
lunchtime. In preparation for this change, we are expanding
the capacity of our canteen, to accommodate this expanded
provision.
We are a healthy school and we therefore only allow fruit snacks at break time. Every morning, the children
have a wide selection of different fruits to choose from, prepared in school, at a cost of 30p a day. ParentPay
can be used for weekly payments or daily cash payments are also acceptable. Fruit snacks can also be
brought in from home. Water and non-carbonated fruit drinks are also the only drinks we recommend
children have. They have full access to water throughout the day.
A menu for the week is available from the school office, school website and on Monmouthshire County
Council’s website at:
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2022/04/New-Menu-2021-updated-March-2022.pdf
A school meal currently costs £2.50 (£12.50 per week).
Meals must be ordered (by 8am latest) and paid for in advance via ParentPay on:
https://www.parentpay.com/

Children can of course bring their own packed lunches. Food should be brought in a lunchbox and a drink in
a secure, sealed, clearly labelled container. Tin cans, glass bottles, fizzy and hot drinks are not allowed for
reasons of safety.
As we are a Healthy School, we ask that you please ensure lunch boxes are balanced and healthy.
Parents in receipt of any of the following can currently claim free school meals (FSM):
• Income Support
• Income Based Jobseekers Allowance
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance, Child Tax Credit
• Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
• Working Tax Credit ‘run-on’
If your foster child is looked after by Monmouthshire Social Services, then a free meal will be provided with
no need to complete the application form.
To apply for FSM go to http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/home/counciltaxandbenefits/free-school-meals .
We can help you fill in the forms, just ask at the office.
School Transport
Children are encouraged to walk to school as part of a healthy lifestyle.
If you drive to our school, please note School Lane is one way and is closed to all traffic except those who
have permits, between 8.40-9.10 a.m. and between 3.20-3.50 p.m. There are car parks opposite the Goytre
Arms and at the Village Hall, which we encourage you to use.
Some of our pupils travel to school on Monmouthshire Transport buses/taxis. Please contact
Monmouthshire County Council on 01633 644644 directly for details of eligibility and criteria for provision.
Pupils are always supervised on and off buses/taxis at school by a member of staff.
Reporting to Parents
An essential part of our role is to keep you informed of your child’s progress. We hold Parent Consultations
(via TEAMs) in the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms where parents are invited to meet with their child’s
teacher and discuss their progress. Parents and carers receive brief written reports in Autumn Term and
Spring Term, with a more detailed report presented in Summer Term, which highlights the pupil’s
achievements, progress and standards of attainment, and any areas for future development. It’s also an
opportunity to review any ALN plans that are in place for individual children, with the people at home.
Should you wish to discuss your child’s progress at any other time, our staff regularly make themselves
available for meetings upon request.
FROGS – Friends and Relations of Goytre School
FROGS (Friends and Relations of Goytre School) is our version of a PTA (Parent and
Teacher Association). Events are organised throughout the year, by a group of
committed parents and carers, to fundraise for equipment and events which
enhance the school experience for our children. Their most recent contribution has
been an adventure trail on the Key Stage 2 yard, but they have also previously
bought ICT equipment, an outside staging area in Foundation Phase, and they have
contributed to yard equipment for our pupils.
For more information, see the FROGS Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GoytreFawrPTFA/

Before and After School Care
Goytre After School Club (GASC) is situated in the Goytre Fawr
Community Centre opposite the school. Mrs. Joan Howells (Senior
Playleader) and the staff of GASC deliver children safely to school
in the morning and collect them after school or extra-curricular
clubs. We have a close relationship with GASC and we support
each other in pastoral matters and in many other ways. Whilst at
GASC pupils participate in a range of activities and have snacks and
light refreshments.
If you are interested in your child attending GASC please telephone
Joan Howells on 07855 706 173.
Session Times are 7.30 – 8.50 a.m. and 3.30 – 5.45 p.m.
All day sessions are also provided for Inset days and school holiday
Please see the GASC website for further, updated details:
www.gasc.org.uk

Charging and Remissions
It is sometimes necessary to ask for a voluntary donation towards certain activities in or out of school.
Parents may be asked to contribute to the following:
• Visits that support the teaching and learning in the school. No child, however, will be excluded from a
visit if his or her parents are unable to pay.
• The cost of materials, ingredients and equipment for any activity taking place within school hours,
where parents have indicated in advance that they wish to own the finished product.
• Optional activities taking place outside school hours that do not form a part of the curriculum, such
as music lessons or clubs by outside providers.
• Willful damage or breakages caused by any pupil of the school may result in the parent of the child
concerned being charged for the associated repair and/or replacement costs.
All payments and permissions are to be made through ParentPay (https://www.parentpay.com/).
Complaints
We have a Complaints Policy that is regularly reviewed, and which is in line with Welsh and county guidance.
In the first instance, we ask that you speak to your child’s class teacher and then the Headteacher, as part of
the process of raising a complaint. If you feel you need further help in resolving your matter, please contact
the Chair of Governors via the school (01873 880 369). A copy of the Complaints Policy is available from our
school website:
https://www.goytrefawrprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Complaints-Policy-Goytre-Fawr-Primary-PDF.pdf

Teacher Assessment Results – End of Key Stage 2 Standards
The data shown below is the Teacher Assessments for the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6) in 2020-21.
Pupils who achieve Level 4 are working at the expected level and pupils working at Level 5 are exceeding the
expected level.
The Core Subject Indicator is the number of pupils achieving at least a Level 4 in English, Maths and Science.

Admission applications for all pupils can be completed online by visiting
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/starting-primary-school or paper application forms can be obtained by
emailing schoolandstudentaccessunit@monmouthshire.gov.uk or telephoning 01633 644508.

